
Luis is one of the 1,200 teachers who reinforced their 
knowledge and abilities to provide psychosocial sup-
port to their students, and also to identify ‘at risk’ 
cases that require extra or specialized attention. This 
methodology was created by UNICEF and its partners 
in Ecuador.
"We as teachers, may not be able to help them
financially, but we can support them emotionally,"
Luis said.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION!
MORE CHILDREN NEED HELP TO COPE
WITH THE EDUCATION CRISIS! 

The COVID-19 emergency has not only resulted in school closures, it has also left millions of children and 
adolescents without support services such as mental health services and access to school counselors, which 
are critical, especially in times of crisis and uncertainties. The cost of school closures on students’ learning, 
health and well-being has been devastating.

Do you know how many hours schoolchildren worldwide have lost due to 
COVID-19 lockdowns?
It’s 1.8 trillion hours of in-person learning!
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What’s besides learning –
children's mental health

Like millions of children around the world,
Brithany, a 11-year-old girl from Santo Domingo a 
city in the north-western part of Ecuador , 
couldn’t go to school due to school closures. Her 
teacher has provided online lessons to her class 
since the pandemic, but she just didn’t turn in her 
homework on time...
“I was curious that she didn’t turn in her
homework on time,” said Luis, Brithany’s teacher. 
Thus, he called Brithany to ask how she had been 
doing and went to see her. He learnt that her 
grandmother was sick thus Brithany had to do the 
household chores, such as feeding the
chickens and preparing meals for the family, 
instead of doing her homework.

Brithany was happy to see her teacher after so much time.

"The teacher always asks me how I am, how is my
grandmother and how I have been doing through this 
quarantine. I miss school a lot. It's not the same studying at 
home and I miss being with my classmates," she said.
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Watch a video

https://bit.ly/30qCKUX


In Malaysia, UNICEF partnered with the Ministry of Education 
and Arus Academy to launch “The Voices of COVID Generation” 
(VOCG), a project-based lesson across six major subjects 
using COVID-19 as the main theme. 

It allows students to dive deeper into understanding the 
e�ects of COVID-19. It takes students to look beyond the 
health risk and into the social impact especially for groups in 
the most vulnerable situations.

They were also able to share their feelings about the 
pandemic, which helped them signi�cantly with mental 
health issues. 

"At first I felt happy because 
school was closed. Then I felt 
empty because I can't meet my 
friends. I also felt helpless and 
bored with so many online class-
es. I am worried about my eyes 
and my exams because I did not 
learn much. I also don't know 
how my interview to be a school 
prefect will go. Everything is on 
hold. I feel helpless.” 

Ann Chee, 14 years old, Melaka

Globally
1 in 7 children and adolescents are living with a mental 
health condition.
Almost 46,000 10- to 19-year-olds die from suicide each 
year.

Locally
MOE estimates that 1,500 school going children have 
lost their parents due to COVID-19.
From January 2019 to May 2021, 872 young people took 
their own lives, representing more than half of the 
total 1,708 suicide cases recorded during the period.

COVID-19 has highlighted how turmoil in the outside 
world can affect the world inside our heads.
Children continue to be the 'silent victims' of the pandemic.

The right to go to school and learn is central to every child’s development, safety and well-being. Many 
children's learning, mental health and psychosocial well-being can be seriously affected

due to the lack of interaction with teachers and peers.

Thanks to your generosity.  We couldn't make this 
happen alone. 
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VOICES OF COVID GENERATION:
A collection of student’s voices
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Many children will struggle to catch up on their education  - 
children continue to suffer the devastating impacts of school 
closures. The repercussions for every child, their families, their
communities and their economy will be felt for years to come.

Listen to more children's voices

https://bit.ly/Newsletter-VOCG
https://bit.ly/VOCG-Exhbtn


Children are now facing an education crisis, they just want to continue to learn.
But thankfully, there is hope because of donors like you.

In this unprecedented time, would you lend us your further support to help
more children, especially those living in conflict zones and emergencies,

overcome this crisis?

Schools keep children mentally healthy and safe from physical dangers around them – including abuse, 
exploitation and, risks of recruitment into armed groups. 

Globally, UNICEF is working with partners to respond to the COVID-19 emergency, ensuring every child, espe-
cially those in conflict zones and emergencies, continues to learn is a priority

Continuing to support governments with technical advice and co-create solutions to safeguard the future 
of every child.
Producing a multi-sectoral guide to reopen schools safely for all countries.
Rehabilitating damaged schools, providing temporary learning spaces for children and training teachers to 
support the psycho-social needs of children.

 

I want to keep more children in schools

ENSURING SCHOOL A SAFE PLACE FOR CHILDREN

Your donation can help turn a new page for the vulnerable children.

https://bit.ly/Nov-ENews-Edu



