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Thank you for your support.
You help us keep children and their
families safe from the coronavirus.
Dear donor,

2020 was a year like no other.
As the COVID-19 pandemic raged, children were kept out
of school or childcare, parents had to juggle working
remotely and caring for their children, many were unable
to work while caring for their families.
For those living in low-income or crowded households, the
pain ran much deeper.
My name is Dr Rashed Mustafa Sarwar, and I am the
UNICEF Representative for Malaysia. I joined UNICEF
Malaysia team in July 2020 – the country was under the
Movement Control Order due to COVID-19. Ever since
I’ve started my mission here, we’ve been working closely
with our partners at a national and state level to help
children and families fight the pandemic in Malaysia –
responding to this crisis became our top priority.

THANK YOU FOR BEING WITH US IN THIS
TOUGH AND CRITICAL TIME.
With your help, we were able to support the children and
their families, especially the most vulnerable, through the
initiatives I’m pleased to share with you in our attached
annual report.
So for all your contributions, thank you. We couldn’t have
done it without you.
Rosmawati Muhammad Yusof from Kuala Lumpur is one
of the parents participating in the Families on the Edge
research project, a study (conducted in partnership with
the United Nations Population Fund) that unearthed the
scale and wide-ranging effects of COVID-19 on 500
low-income families living in Kuala Lumpur’s PPR flats.1

“I didn’t know how,

so I learned.
I have no choice.
It’s this or nothing. ”
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But despite doing her best to be nimble, she’s still
struggling to earn enough to support her family and
has been relying on her children for help.

“My son works as a delivery rider and will
sometimes give me RM100-RM150 a week.
This is how he watches over me. My daughter is
still in school but works part-time to try and help
me. They know that our current situation is difficult.”
Rosmawati isn’t alone. Through Families on the Edge,
we found that there were many more single mothers just
like her.

A single mother of three for the past 10 years, she made a
living selling food at nearby mosques. But when the
movement control orders started, her only source of
income vanished almost overnight.
Rosmawati had to quickly transition to selling chips and
small cakes online.

1 Families on the Edge was conducted over a period of at least 9 months beginning May 2020 until early 2021. Four rounds of quantitative and qualitative data collection
were undertaken over this period to study and track short to medium socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 on women and children from low-income urban families.
For details, please visit https://bit.ly/Families-Edge

Families on the Edge also demonstrated how growing
financial insecurity was taking an inevitable toll on
children, including a shift to cheaper but less nutritious
diets that threatens to exacerbate Malaysia’s pre-existing
malnutrition challenges.
Did you know that according to government data 1 in
5 children in Malaysia is stunted?
The study allowed us to support evidence-based
policy-making and initiate public conversations on how we
can bring help, hope and protection to all marginalised
children and their families as they recover from the
COVID-19 pandemic. Our findings were presented to
senior decision-makers across government and also
discussed in Parliament when the government tabled
proposals for strengthening assistance for low-income
families affected by the pandemic.

We are taking urgent action to prevent the COVID-19
pandemic from becoming a lasting crisis for children. We
are not afraid of the hard work, we are working tirelessly
to fight the pandemic. But we can’t do it alone.

We need your support in procuring
enough vaccines, syringes, safety
boxes and vaccine refrigerators
to end this pandemic.

From our study, we learned that:
- Female-headed households were
most severely affected by loss of
employment and income.

Until we win the fight, let’s keep protecting ourselves and
others by wearing face masks when we’re out and about,
respecting social distancing at all times and washing
hands regularly.

- Their median household incomes
fell to only RM675 in June 2020.
- It represents fall of one third
compared to their pre-COVID-19
earnings.
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COVID-19 is a global crisis. Big problems require big solutions.
So with our history and experience protecting children
from diseases for 75 years, we came up with a global
solution: To make sure that every country in the world has
speedy and fair access to COVID-19 vaccines.

UNICEF has been all hands on deck as we play a leading role
in the COVAX Facility2 to buy, distribute and deliver COVID-19
vaccines in the largest vaccine supply operation ever.

As of now, COVID-19 vaccines, which have been proven
to be safe and effective, are the best hope we have to
tackle the pandemic.

Since February 2021, we’ve been procuring and transporting
immunization supplies such as vaccines, syringes, safety
boxes for their disposal, and cold chain equipment such as
vaccine carriers and refrigerators, worldwide.

With a gift of RM600, you’ll be
providing 56 doses of COVID-19
vaccines for vaccinating people in
the worst affected countries.

Together, we can reimagine a world free from COVID-19
for every child.

Thank you for joining
the race to fight COVID-19

A monthly donation of RM120
provides 2 vaccine carriers
to store 24 doses of COVID-19
vaccines, to reach people in
remote and hard-to-reach areas.

Dr. Rashed Mustafa Sarwar
UNICEF Representative to
Malaysia and Special
Representative to Brunei
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P.S. No one is safe…until everyone is safe.
We’re moving as quickly as we can to secure
these supplies, and hope you’ll continue to
join us as we race to recovery.
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NOW and ONWARD

UNICEF announced
as procurement lead
for COVAX

1st COVID-19 COVAX
vaccine doses administered
in Ghana, Africa

COVAX reached over
100 countries and
territories

COVAX shipped 828,000
doses of COVID-19
vaccines to Malaysia

- Launched #DonateDosesNow
- COVAX shipped over 173
million COVID-19 vaccines to
136 participanting countries

Continue to procure and deliver
COVID-19 vaccines to more
participating countries, targeting to
reach 2 billion doses by early 2022.

2 COVAX is part of a global effort aimed at accelerating the development and manufacture of COVID-19 vaccines and guaranteeing fair and equitable access around the
world. Working with CEPI, GAVI, WHO and other partners, UNICEF is leading efforts to procure and supply COVID-19 vaccines on behalf of COVAX.

JOIN THE THE RACE TO FIGHT COVID-19

DONATE NOW
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